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The Role of Cinema in Developing Environmental Consciousness
and its Relationship with Ecophobia among

Egyptian University Youth
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Abstract:

The study aimed to investigate the role of cinema in developing
environmental awareness and its relationship with ecophobia among Egyptian
university youth. It also sought to identify the levels of environmental awareness
and ecophobia among university students, the impact of cinema on both
environmental awareness and ecophobia, and the effect of environmental
awareness on ecophobia.

A quasi—experimental design with a single experimental group was
employed. The sample consisted of YYA students from the Media Department at
Helwan University's Faculty of Arts. Pre— and post-intervention measurements

were taken wusing research—designed tools, and appropriate statistical
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procedures were applied. The designed environmental cinema program was
then implemented with the sample, followed by post-intervention measurements.
Key findings revealed low levels of environmental awareness and high rates of
ecophobia among Egyptian university youth. A positive correlation was found
between exposure to environmental cinema and environmental awareness, while
a negative correlation was observed between exposure to cinema and
ecophobia. Additionally, a negative correlation was found between environmental
awareness and ecophobia. Statistically significant differences were found
between pre— and post-intervention measurements, indicating the effectiveness
of using environmental cinema to enhance environmental awareness and reduce

ecophobia levels among Egyptian university students.

Keywords: Environmental cinema — Environmental awareness — Ecophobia -

University youth.
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